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Item 8.01. Other Events.
 
On January 15, 2026, the Board of Appeal of the European Patent Office (“EPO”)
revoked Arbutus Biopharma Corporation’s (the “Company’s”) European
patent EP 2279254 (the “’254 Patent”).
This verbal decision, provided without reasons, was rendered in connection with Notices of Opposition to the ’254
Patent originally
 filed by affiliates of Moderna Therapeutics, Inc. (“Moderna”) and Merck, Sharp & Dohme Corporation (“Merck”)
 in April 2018, and
follows two prior decisions by the EPO’s Opposition Division upholding an amended version of the ’254 Patent.
A written decision is expected in the next
few months. The Company disagrees with the outcome, and upon receipt of the written decision,
the Company plans to file a petition for review by the
Enlarged Board of Appeal of the EPO. 
 
The
decision is likely to affect the case brought by the Company and its licensee Genevant Sciences GmbH (“Genevant”) against
Moderna in Switzerland
and one of two cases brought by the Company and Genevant against Moderna in the Unified Patent Court (Case UPC_CFI_191/2025,
formerly known as
10280/2025) in which the ’254 Patent is asserted.
 
The decision was based on an EPO standard of “added matter” that
does not apply in the United States or any other jurisdiction in which the Company has
initiated patent infringement litigation. The Company
does not expect this decision to have an impact on the potential outcome, or timing, of its patent
infringement litigation pending against
Moderna in the United States, Japan or Canada, its case pending against Moderna before the Unified Patent Court
(Case UPC_CFI_192/2025,
 formerly known as 10284/2025) that does not involve the ’254 Patent, or its patent infringement litigation pending against
Pfizer
Inc. and BioNTech SE in the United States.  
 
This Current Report on Form 8-K contains forward-looking statements within
the meaning of the Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section
21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and forward-looking
 information within the meaning of Canadian securities laws (collectively, forward-
looking statements). Forward-looking statements in this
Current Report on Form 8-K include statements about the Company’s plans with respect to, and the
impact of the EPO decision on,
ongoing patent litigation matters, and the expected timing thereof. With respect to the forward-looking statements contained
herein, the
Company has made numerous assumptions regarding ongoing patent litigation matters. While the Company considers these assumptions to be
reasonable, these assumptions are inherently subject to significant business, economic, competitive, market and social uncertainties and
 contingencies.
Additionally, there are known and unknown risk factors which could cause the Company’s actual results, performance
or achievements to be materially
different from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by the forward-looking
 statements contained herein. Known risk
factors include, among others: uncertainties associated with litigation generally and patent litigation
 specifically; economic and market conditions may
worsen; market shifts may require a change in strategic focus; and risks related to the
sufficiency of the Company’s cash resources for its foreseeable and
unforeseeable operating expenses and capital expenditures.
 
A more complete discussion of the risks and uncertainties facing the Company
appears in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K, the Company’s
Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q and the Company’s
 continuous and periodic disclosure filings, which are available at www.sedar.com and at
www.sec.gov. All forward-looking statements in
 this Current Report on Form 8-K are qualified in their entirety by this cautionary statement, and the
Company disclaims any obligation
to revise or update any such forward-looking statements or to publicly announce the result of any revisions to any of the
forward-looking
statements contained in this Current Report on Form 8-K to reflect future results, events or developments, except as required by law.
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