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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

Effective on March 23, 2017, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Arbutus Biopharma Corporation (the “Company”)
appointed Daniel Burgess as a director. Mr. Burgess was appointed to the Audit Committee, effective as of the same date.

Mr. Burgess has significant experience serving as an officer and director of life sciences companies.

Mr. Burgess’ compensation will be consistent with that provided to all of the Company’s non-employee directors. Under the
Company’s current non-employee director compensation policy, Mr. Burgess will receive an annual cash retainer of $40,000 for
general availability and participation in meetings and conference calls of the Board. Mr. Burgess was granted, effective upon the
end of the Company’s current blackout period, options to acquire 50,000 common shares of the Company. The options will be
exercisable for 10 years from the date of grant, at a price equal to the share price as of the close of trading upon the end of the
current blackout period. One-third of the options will vest each year, on the anniversary date of the grant. The options will also be
subject to the terms and conditions of the Company’s 2016 Omnibus Share and Incentive Plan, which has been filed as Exhibit 4.1
to the Company’s Registration Statement on Form S-8, filed on June 20, 2016.

The Company expects to enter into an indemnification agreement with Mr. Burgess in connection with his appointment to
the Board, which agreement is expected to be in substantially the same form as that entered into with the other directors of the
Company.

No arrangement or understanding exists between Mr. Burgess and any other person pursuant to which Mr. Burgess was
selected as a director, and there are no transactions which would require disclosure under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.

On March 23, 2017, the Company issued a press release, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is
incorporated herein by reference.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

Exhibit 99.1.    Press release, dated March 23, 2017
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Exhibit 99.1

Arbutus Announces Appointment of Daniel Burgess to Board of
Directors
VANCOUVER, B.C. and DOYLESTOWN, Pa., March 23, 2017 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Arbutus Biopharma
Corporation (Nasdaq:ABUS), an industry-leading Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) therapeutic solutions company,
today announced that the Company has appointed Daniel Burgess to the Board of Directors and Audit
Committee effective immediately.

Mr. Burgess has more than 25 years of executive level operating experience in biotech companies,
including substantial experience in the anti-infective field. He is currently a Venture Partner at SV Life
Sciences, is Chairman of the Board of Nabriva Therapeutics (NASDAQ:NBRV) and is on the board of
Cidara Therapeutics (NASDAQ:CDTX) as well as several private biotechnology companies. In addition, he
is Chairman of Biocom, the life science industry organization of California that represents more than 800
member companies. Prior to his current roles, Mr. Burgess was President of Rempex Pharmaceuticals, a
company he co-founded in 2011 and subsequently sold to The Medicines Company in December 2013.
Prior to Rempex, Mr. Burgess was President and Chief Executive Officer of Mpex Pharmaceuticals, Inc.,
which was acquired by Aptalis Pharma Inc. (now Allergan) in 2011. Previously, Mr. Burgess was Chief
Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer of Harbor BioSciences, Inc., formerly Hollis-Eden
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Prior to Hollis-Eden, Mr. Burgess spent ten years with Gensia Sicor, Inc. (acquired by
Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Limited) where he held a variety of executive level positions with
responsibility for overall finance for the company as well as a number of different operating units. Mr.
Burgess holds a B.A. in economics from Stanford University and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

About Arbutus

Arbutus Biopharma Corporation is a biopharmaceutical company dedicated to discovering, developing and
commercializing a cure for patients suffering from chronic HBV infection. Arbutus is headquartered in
Vancouver, BC, and has facilities in Doylestown, PA. For more information, visit www.arbutusbio.com.
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